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BRIEF MENTION 151 

The work is a translation from the Latin Life by Eugippius, together with a letter 
from the latter to Deacon Paschasius, and the latter's reply. Critical notes are 
given in the Appendix. When due allowance has been made for credulity on the part 
of the Latin author of the early sixth century, and for the wholly uncritical use of 
tales saturated with the miraculous, it still remains true that the personality here 
introduced is one of great interest to the modern reader. At a time when the waves 
of barbarism were beating relentlessly and effectively upon the outposts of Roman 
government and civilization along the Danube, Severinus lived and labored at various 
places between the modern Vienna and Passau, breaking the force of heathen cruelty, 
reclaiming captives from bondage, standing "like a beaten anvil" for religion and 
morality: a man of heroic spirit and deep insight into the turbid political currents 
that seethed along the Danube valley. Such lives as this render more intelligible that 
ultimate conquest of heathenism by the church which saved Western civilization from 
utter and irremediable destruction. 

H. H. W. 

Frere, W. H. English Church Ways. Milwaukee: The Young Churchman 

Co., 1914. x+110 pages. $1.00. 

This book contains four lectures delivered before a Russian audience in the interest 
of a rapprochement between the Anglican and the Eastern-Orthodox churches. The 
author is an Anglican clergyman imbued with conceptions characteristic of English 
churchmen, quite oblivious to the religious significance of Nonconformity. In view of 
the political alignment of England and Russia in the present war, this effort to secure 
a better understanding in matters of faith has a certain significance. A brief his- 
torical survey, including a statement of the fundamental principles involved in the 
English Reformation, is followed by chapters depicting the life and labors of the 
"parish priest" as shepherd, teacher, almoner, and administrator of the sacraments; 
theological education in university and theological college; clerical ordination and 
appointment; the different clerical orders; the various instrumentalities employed 
today, including the "mission," for the quickening of the faithful and the winning of 
Catholics and Nonconformists to "the church." 

H. H. W. 

Good, James I. History of the Swiss Reformed Church since the Reformation. 

Philadelphia: Publication and Sunday School Board of the Reformed 

Church in the United States, 1013. xiv+504 pages. $1.50. 

Professor Good has endeavored to present in this volume a religious history of 
the Protestant cantons of Switzerland during a period of nearly four hundred years. 
He has arranged his discussion of the subject in four books, each book representing a 
certain period of time. These books bear, in order of arrangement, the following 
titles: "The Period of Consolidation," "The Period of Scholastic Calvinism," "The 
Period of Rationalism," "The Period of Pietism," and "The Religious Events of the 
Nineteenth Century." Under these headings, the author has attempted to describe 
the conditions in each canton during each of the five periods. The biographical 
method has been generally followed, i.e., the events have been presented in connection 
with biographical sketches of the leading personalities. 

It is not to be expected that a single individual could be master of the contempo- 
rary sources of a period so extensive as that included in the scope of Professor Good's 
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volume. The only original materials, however, with which the author seems to have 
been familiar are those contained in secondary histories. Professor Good has produced, 
therefore, merely a compilation, and that an uncritical compilation. In the meager 
footnotes a few secondary but no primary authorities have been cited, generally with- 
out reference to specific pages. A conservative theological spirit pervades the whole 
volume, and indications of religious bias are not infrequent. The work is marred by 
a number of errors, some of which may be due to careless proofreading, but others 
cannot be thus explained, as, for instance, the use of "lays" for "lies" (p. 47, foot- 
note). Inasmuch as the main facts have been correctly stated, Professor Good's 
contribution is not without some value, especially for those who do not read French 
or German and to whom, therefore, the author's sources would be inaccessible. Al- 
though some portions of the story have been told in an interesting manner, yet, 
generally, the book is exceedingly dull. 

A. E. H. 

Mitchell, Anthony. Biographical Studies in Scottish Church History. 

The Hale Lectures, delivered before the Western Theological Seminary, 

1913-14. Milwaukee: The Young Churchman Co., 1914. vi+301 

pages. $1 . 50. 

In seven interesting biographical sketches the author traces the development of 
the Scottish church, with especial reference to the history of Episcopacy in Scotland. 
The characters selected cover the period from the sixth to the nineteenth century. 
The first lecture deals with the familiar story of Columba and his associates at Iona 
in the sixth and succeeding centuries. Queen Margaret, in the tenth century, repre- 
sents the transition from Celtic to Roman forms of Christianity. Bishop Elphinstone, 
in the fifteenth century, serves as a foil to the corruptions of the church prior to the 
Reformation. 

The reader can but sympathize with the difficulties of the author in depicting 
John Erskine of Dun as the really heroic figure of the Scottish Reformation in the place 
of Knox. Still, the portrait is finely drawn, and offers much of interest to the student. 
The story of the struggle, decline, and rejuvenation of Scotch Episcopacy during 
the past three centuries finds illustration in the lives of Leighton, Skinner, and Dowden. 

With rare exceptions the book is penetrated by a fine catholic spirit. Praise and 
criticism are meted out alike to Scotch Presbyterians and the representatives of 
Episcopacy in the long conflict ending at last in the revival of Episcopacy in the 
nineteenth century in Scotland. 

H. H. W. 



DOCTRINAL 



Rees, T. The Holy Spirit in Thought and Experience. New York: Scribner, 
1915. ix+221 pages. $0.75. 

This is the latest volume in the popular series of "Studies in Theology," and is 
one of the more valuable numbers in the series. The author begins his study by exam- 
ining the various experiences assigned to the agency of the Holy Spirit in Hebrew and 
Jewish religion and follows the history of the idea within Christianity down to modern 
times. Four fairly distinct stages in the historical development are noted, viz., the 



